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(57) ABSTRACT

Disclosed is an apparatus and a method for controlling data
interface. The apparatus for controlling data interface com-
prises: a transmitting terminal outputting signal including a
CDR (Clock Data Recovery) training signal, an align training
signal and display data sequentially; a receiving terminal
inputting the signals from the transmitting terminal; and a Rx
monitoring device detecting an abnormal status of the receiv-
ing terminal by monitoring an input timing signal and an
operating status of the receiving terminal, and resetting the
receiving terminal when the receiving terminal operates
abnormally.

4 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR
CONTROLLING DATA INTERFACE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority to Korea Patent Applica-
tion No. 10-2012-0146602 filed on Dec. 14, 2012, which is
incorporated by reference herein in its entirety for all pur-
poses.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present disclosure relates to an apparatus and a method
for controlling data interface.

2. Discussion of the Related Art

A low-voltage differential signaling (LVDS) interface has
been used as an interface for data transmission in most liquid
crystal displays. However, the LVDS interface cannot prop-
erly cope with an increase in the amount of data resulting
from a double speed drive or a quad-speed drive for a high
resolution, color depth extension, response time improve-
ment of the liquid crystal displays. When the LVDS interface
is adapted to a 120 Hz Full HD (1920x1080) panel of 10-bit
color depth, 24 pairs of lines, i.e., 48 lines total, are required.
The LVDS interface is used to transmit clock signals as well
as the data. Thus, as the amount of data to be transmitted
increases, a frequency of the clock signal of the LVDS inter-
face also increases. Hence, electromagnetic interference
(EMI) has to be controlled.

According to a standard of the LVDS interface, the LVDS
interface transmits signals changing around a voltage of 1.2V
to ground. A standard of a signal voltage required in the LVDS
interface took a large limit to a design of large scale integra-
tion (LSI) because of the achievement of a fine process of the
LSI In this situation, an interface such as a digital video
interface (DVI), a high definition multimedia interface
(HDMI), DisplayPort was proposed and was put to practical
use.

The DVI and the HDMI each have a skew adjustment
function, and high-bandwidth digital content protection
(HDCP) may be embedded in HDMI as a content protection
function. Therefore, the DVI and the HDMI have a great
advantage in the transmission of an image signal between
devices. However, in addition to licensing cost, DVI and
HDMI require substantial power consumption and have
excessive functions for the transmission of the image signal
between the devices.

DisplayPort interface was standardized as a specification
capable of replacing the LVDS interface in video electronics
standards association (VESA). The DisplayPort (DP) inter-
face can monitor the operating condition of the receiving
terminal (Rx) at the transmitting terminal (Tx) via the auxil-
iary (AUX) channel. Because the HDCP is embedded in
DisplayPort (DP) interface in consideration of transmission
of protected content between the devices in the same manner
as the HDMI, DisplayPort (DP) interface also has excessive
functions and requires substantial power consumption. Fur-
ther, when DisplayPort performs the signal transmission at a
low frequency, a loss is generated in DisplayPort because a
transmission speed of the DisplayPort is fixed. Thus, areceiv-
ing terminal of the DisplayPort has to reproduce clock sig-
nals.

V-by-One interface was developed by THine Electronics,
Inc. The V-by-One interface has better signal transmission
quality than the existing LVDS interface due to the introduc-
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tion of an equalizer function and has also realized 3.75 Gbps
per 1 Pair. Further, the V-by-One interface solved the problem
of'the skew adjustment generated in the clock transmission of
the LVDS interface because the transmitting terminal (Vx1
Tx) does not send clocks due to the adoption of clock data
recovery (CDR). Because the V-by-One interface does not
have the clock transmission function required in the existing
LVDS interface, an EMI noise resulting from the clock trans-
mission may be reduced. Because the V-by-One interface can
efficiently cope with an increase in an amount of data and the
higher speed drive, the V-by-One interface is drawing atten-
tion as an alternative technology of the existing LVDS inter-
face.

However, the V-by-one interface can not monitor the oper-
ating status/conditions of the receiving terminal (Vx1 Rx) at
the transmitting terminal (Vx1 Tx). Therefore, under abnor-
mal conditions such as the electro static discharge (ESD), the
CDR lock can be occurred at the receiving terminal (Vx1 Rx)
abnormally. Consequently, as this abnormal condition of the
receiving terminal can not be detected at the transmitting
terminal, the operating status/conditions between the trans-
mitting terminal and the receiving terminal are not synchro-
nized, so that it is very hard to solve the problems in which the
data sent from the transmitting terminal may be missed at the
receiving terminal.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, the present invention is directed to an appa-
ratus and a method for controlling data interface monitoring
the operating status of the receiving terminal at the transmit-
ting terminal.

In order to accomplish the above purpose, one embodiment
of'the present disclosure suggests an apparatus for controlling
data interface comprising: a transmitting terminal outputting
signals including a CDR (Clock Data Recovery) training
signal, an align training signal and display data sequentially;
a receiving terminal inputting the signals from the transmit-
ting terminal; and a Rx monitoring device detecting an abnor-
mal status of the receiving terminal by monitoring an input
signal timing and an operating status of the receiving termi-
nal, and resetting the receiving terminal when the receiving
terminal operates abnormally.

The present disclosure may suggest a method for control-
ling data interface comprising: transmitting a CDR (Clock
Data Recovery) training signal, an align training signal and
display data from a transmitting terminal to a receiving ter-
minal, sequentially; monitoring an input signal timing and an
operating status of the receiving terminal using a Rx moni-
toring device; and detecting an abnormal status of the receiv-
ing terminal, and resetting the receiving terminal when the
receiving terminal operates abnormally.

By monitoring the input signal timing of the receiving
terminal and the operating status/condition of the receiving
terminal, when the receiving terminal works abnormally, the
receiving terminal can be reset. Therefore, according to the
present disclosure, the V-by-one interface can be returned to
the normal status even if the receiving terminal has any prob-
lems (i.e., abnormal operation), by monitoring the operating
status of the receiving terminal at the transmitting terminal of
the V-by-One interface.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory and are intended to provide further
explanation of the invention as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are included to pro-
vide a further understanding of the invention and are incor-
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porated in and constitute a part of this specification, illustrate
embodiments of the invention and together with the descrip-
tion serve to explain the principles of the invention.

FIG. 1 illustrates an interface device according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a waveform diagram illustrating a sequence of
V-by-One interface;

FIGS. 3 and 4 are flow charts illustrating a method for
controlling data interface according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a display device according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
ILLUSTRATED EMBODIMENTS

Referring to attached figures, embodiments of the present
disclosure will be described. Like reference numerals desig-
nate like elements throughout the detailed description. How-
ever, the present disclosure is not restricted by these embodi-
ments but can be applied to various changes or modifications
without changing the technical spirit. In the following
embodiments, the names of the elements are selected for ease
of explanation and may be different from actual names.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, an interface device according to
an exemplary embodiment of the invention includes a trans-
mitting terminal 10 (Vx1 Tx), a receiving terminal 20 (Vx1
Rx) and a Rx monitoring device 30. The embodiment of the
invention is described using a V-by-One interface as an
example of the interface device, but is not limited thereto.

Auxiliary signal transmission links used in the transmis-
sion of auxiliary signals LOCKN and HTPDN as well as a
number of main links used in data transmission couple the
transmitting terminal 10 and the receiving terminal 20, so as
to implement a data communication using the V-by-One
interface.

Just after the power of the display turns on, the receiving
terminal 20 checks the connection with the transmitting ter-
minal 10, and then pulls the HTPDN signal to a low level. In
response to the HTPDN signal of the low level at the receiving
terminal 20, in accordance with the V-by-one interface pro-
tocol, as shownin FIG. 2, the transmitting terminal 10 outputs
the CDR training signal, and then the transmitting terminal 10
outputs the align training signal and the display data when the
receiving terminal 20 reduces the LOCKN signal. According
to the V-by-one interface protocol, any clocks are not sent
between the transmitting terminal 10 and the receiving termi-
nal 20. The transmitting terminal 10 is connected to the Rx
monitoring device 30 via a serial interface. This serial inter-
face may be selected from any one of I°C interface or USB
(Universal Serial Bus) and so on. In most displays, the I°C
interface may connect between the host system and the timing
controller. Therefore, it is not required to add any new serial
interface for the serial interface between the transmitting
terminal 10 and the Rx monitoring device 30. The I°C inter-
face between the host system and the timing controller can be
used for the serial interface between the transmitting terminal
10 and the Rx monitoring device 30.

The transmitting terminal 10 can receive the operating
status/conditions of the receiving terminal 20 from the Rx
monitoring device 30. In addition, the transmitting terminal
10 can receive the signal for changing the equalizer EQ setup
value when the operation of the receiving terminal 20 is in
abnormal status/condition. In response to the signal for
changing the equalizer EQ setup value, the transmitting ter-
minal 10 can change the amplifying ratio of the signal sent to
the receiving terminal 20.
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The Rx monitoring device 30 is connected to the input
channels and the output channels of the receiving terminal 20.
The Rx monitoring device 30 is connected to the transmitting
terminal 10 via the serial interface. The Rx monitor device 30
detects whether the receiving terminal 20 has problems or not
by comparing the input timing of the receiving terminal 20
and monitoring the operating status of the receiving terminal
20. When the receiving terminal 20 has any problem, the Rx
monitor device 30 may reset the receiving terminal 20. After
being reset by the Rx monitoring device 30, the receiving
terminal 20 changes the LOCKN to the high logic level to
make the transmitting terminal 10 re-send the signals from the
last CDR training signal. Further, when the receiving terminal
10 operates abnormally, the Rx monitoring device 30 may
send the equalizer EQ setup changing signal to the transmit-
ting terminal 10 via the serial interface to change to amplify-
ing ratio of the signal output from the transmitting terminal
10. In responding to the equalizer EQ setup changing signal
from the Rx monitoring device 30, the transmitting terminal
10 can increase the amplifying ratio of the signals.

The abnormal operating status/condition at the receiving
terminal 20 may be caused in various results by various rea-
sons. For one example, within the align training signal trans-
mitting period, the transmitting terminal 10 sends the 1920
data enable signals to the receiving terminal 20. The receiving
terminal 20 may recognize only the 1900 data enable signals.
For another example, after the align training signal transmit-
ting period, the transmitting terminal 10 sends the display
data for representing on the display panel. The receiving
terminal 20 may be still in align training status so that it does
not conduct the sampling process to the display data.

FIGS. 3 and 4 are flow charts illustrating a method for
controlling data interface according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present disclosure.

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, the Rx monitoring device 30
may reset the receiving terminal 20 when it decides that the
receiving terminal 20 is working abnormally (including ‘mal-
function’, ‘mis-counting data clocks’, ‘problems’, ‘failures’,
‘errors’ and so on) by monitoring the receiving terminal 20
(S31 to S33). The receiving terminal 20 is reset by the Rx
monitoring device 30, so that the LOCKN signal is changed to
the high logic level, as shown in FIG. 2. Then, the receiving
terminal 20 may again receive the CDR training signal, the
align training signal and the display data sequentially.

The Rx monitoring device 30 may reset the receiving ter-
minal 20 and send the equalizer EQ setup changing signal to
the receiving terminal 10 via the serial interface, when it
decides that the receiving terminal 20 is working abnormally
(S41 to S43). The receiving terminal 20 is reset by the Rx
monitoring device 30, so that the LOCKN signal is changed to
the high logic level, as shown in FIG. 2. Then, the receiving
terminal 20 may receives again the CDR training signal, the
align training signal and the display data sequentially. In
responding to the equalizer EQ setup changing signal from
the Rx monitoring device 30, the transmitting terminal 10
may change the amplifying ratio of the signal which will be
sent to the receiving terminal 20.

The system according to the present disclosure may be
applied to any type of flat panel display including a liquid
crystal display (‘LCD”), a field emission display (‘FED’), an
organic light emitting display (‘OLED’), an electrophoresis
display (‘EPD’), etc.

Referring to FIG. 5, the display according to the present
disclosure may comprise a display panel 300, panel driving
circuits 310 and 320, and a timing controller 200.



US 9,331,873 B2

5

The pixel array of the display panel 300 may include a
plurality of pixel areas defined by the data lines 301 and the
scan lines 302, and represent the video data.

The panel driving circuit may write the video data to the
display panel 300 by the timing controller 200. The panel
driving circuit may include the data driving circuit 310 and
the scan driving circuit 320. The data driving circuit 310
generates the analog data signals by modulating the pixel data
(digital data) received from the timing controller 200 with the
gamma compensating voltage, and supplies the data signals
to the data line 301. The scan driving circuit 320 supplies the
scan signal synchronized to the data signals to the scan lines
302 sequentially.

The timing controller 200 transmits the pixel data received
through the receiving terminal Vx1 Rx to the data driving
circuit 310 and controls operation timings of the data driving
circuit 310 and the scan driving circuit 320 using the timing
data received through the receiving terminal Vx1 Rx. The
timing controller 200 detects the operating status of the
receiving terminal Vx1 Rx using the Rx monitoring device 30
to control the interface as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4. The
receiving terminal Vx1 Rx and the Rx monitoring device 30
may be embedded into the timing controller 200.

The transmitting terminal Vx1 Tx may be disposed at the
host computer 100 to send the pixel data, the timing data and
the control data to the receiving terminal Vx1 Rx. The trans-
mitting terminal Vx1 Tx may be embedded into the host
computer 100. The host computer 100 may be any one type
including a television set, a set-top box, a navigation system,
a DVD player, a Blue-Ray player, a personal computer, a
home theater system or a phone system. Including the SoC
(System on Chip) embedding the system scaler, the host
system 100 may converts the digital video data (RGB) to any
format proper to representing the video data on the display
panel 300. The host computer 100 may send the timing sig-
nals (including Vsync, Hsync, DE, MCLK and so on) with the
digital video data to the timing controller 200.

While the embodiment of the present invention has been
described in detail with reference to the drawings, it will be
understood by those skilled in the art that the invention can be
implemented in other specific forms without changing the
technical spirit or essential features of the invention. There-
fore, it should be noted that the forgoing embodiments are
merely illustrative in all aspects and are not to be construed as
limiting the invention. The scope of the invention is defined
by the appended claims rather than the detailed description of
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the invention. All changes or modifications or their equiva-
lents made within the meanings and scope of the claims
should be construed as falling within the scope of the inven-
tion.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus for controlling data interface, comprising:

a receiving terminal receiving signals including a CDR

(Clock Data Recovery) training signal, an align training
signal and display data sequentially from a transmitting
terminal; and

a Rx monitoring device detecting an abnormal status of the

receiving terminal by monitoring an input signal timing
and an operating status of the receiving terminal, and
resetting the receiving terminal when the receiving ter-
minal operates abnormally,

wherein the Rx monitoring device sends an equalizer setup

changing signal to the transmitting terminal when the
receiving terminal operates abnormally and the receiv-
ing terminal receives signals an amplifying ration of
which is changed by the transmitting terminal in
response to the equalizer setup changing signal.

2. The apparatus according to the claim 1, wherein the Rx
monitoring device is connected to the transmitting terminal
via a serial interface.

3. The apparatus according to the claim 1, wherein the Rx
monitoring device and the receiving terminal are embedded
in a timing controller; and

wherein the timing controller controls a panel driving cir-

cuit writing video data on a display panel.

4. A method for controlling data interface, comprising:

monitoring an input timing signal and an operating status

of a receiving terminal when the receiving terminal
sequentially receives a CDR (Clock Data Recovery)
training signal, an align training signal and display data
from a transmitting terminal; and

detecting an abnormal status of the receiving terminal, and

resetting the receiving terminal when the receiving ter-
minal operates abnormally,

wherein the method further comprises:

sending an equalizer setup changing signal to the transmit-

ting terminal when the receiving terminal operates
abnormally so that the transmitting terminal changes an
amplifying ration of signals sent to the receiving termi-
nal in response to the equalizer setup changing signal.
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